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human affairs which has stood the test of centuries.
It is this, as I have tried to show, which has been
the foundation of all her best religious culture.
Indeed, it should never be forgotten that for over a
thousand years she instructed the millions of Eastern
Asia in the ways of humane living
Now, in this hour of the world's greatest need,
a mere profession of being on the side of the weak
and helpless will not serve Great Britain. It will be
regarded as only another form of hypocrisy. Nothing
counts in the world to-day except performance.
The King, in Hamlet, when he is eager to repent
of his misdeeds and begin on a new path, utters
these tragic words:
May one be pardoned and retain the offence?
In the corrupted currents of this world
Offence's gilded hand may shove by justice
And oft 'tis seen the wicked prize itself
Buys out the law. But 'tis not so above 1
No amount of repentance, on the part of Great
Britain, will be of any avail unless some reparation
is made for those things that were acquired by the
old imperialism which she has now renounced. That
is the eternal law of justice.
India remains still a subject country. Like the
"Old Man of the Sea," in the story of Sinbad the
Sailor, the burden of India round Great Britain's
neck is beginning to weigh heavily. There are very
many in England who would only too gladly lay
down the burden, but they cannot find the way to